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Young PRETENDER” $ Dating 


UNFOLDED 


Had not t the F avour of n 
W till about a fortnight ago; 


. . there being no ſuch Thing as 
i , any regular Intercourſebetwixt 
us and Edinburgh, ſince the 


* 3. e "+90 of this unnatural Rebellion, 
{ Tam ſincerely overjoy'd that you are at Lon- 
din, fake from. the Troubles of this unhappy 


T0 7 Fundy, . Where nothing but Confuſion 
3 Aa %%% — 
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dwells ; there is nothing but Plupder and 
Devaſtation every where; Diviſions and An i 
moſities reign among the Gentry, and the 
Common People are harraſs'd out of thejr 

e . on all 1 Ne 


Great Part of the Country: is 8 
by the Numbers that habe been draughted 
off, ta ſupply both Armies; in many Places 
there are not Hands to gather in the Harveſt; 
and great Part of the Corns have rotted upon 
the Grounds, : We loſt moſt Part of our 
black Cattle laſt Spring; we have no Provi- | 
ion for ſuch as are left; and, in all Likeli- 
hood the Ground muſt liz untill'd for Want. 
of Hands: So that we have all the Proſpe 5 
of a Famine that ever. any People had. 

; Sir, is the miſerable ? Situation * 
the unhappy Country, brought upon us by 
the Madneſs of a few; yet with the Guilty, 
the Innocent ſuffer; the Women and. Chil- 
dren, the Aged and Sick, all ſuffer the ſame 
hard Fate, without any Proſpect of Relief 
* at Hand. What we feel e is 

made 


689 
made ſtill more intolerable; by what we ex- 
pect to ſuffer for the future; and by the fad 
Reflection, that all our Miſeries are owing to 
our own miſled Countrymen, for whoſe 
Crimes, we are afraid, we mult ſuffer, even 
after their mad Enterprize has met its Fate. 

I have been always ready to laugh at Su- 
perftition, and thoſe who allow'd themſelves 
to be alarmed at what they call Omens and 
Prognoſticks of Things yet to come. How- 
ever, I am now lefs an Infidel in theſe Mat- 
ter than ever I was; fince, fora Twelve-/ 
month before theſe Calamities broke” out, 
many People have been alarmed by Prodi 
gies, and unnatural Spectres, Which they 
at the Time explain d to foretel what bas 
ſince happened. 

I know: very well, that a Man of your 
Temper will be apt to laugh at me, for 

giving heed to theſe Notions, and attribute 
them to a melancholy Diſpoſition, and to the 
Remains of theſe idle Notions, with Which 
we are impreſſed in the Nurſery. 

That we owe a great deal of our Concep- 
tion of Spirits, Dreams, and Fore-know- 

22 5 ledge 


| (66) 

hikes of future Events, to the Weakneſs and 
| Eredulity. of our Nurſes, who are eaſily im- 
poſed upon themſelves, and are at but too 
much Pains to fill our Minds, when they 


are moſt ſuſceptible. of Error, with a Thou- 
ſand idle Fancies, which have no Exiſtence 


any where, but in their own diſtemper'd 
Brain, is a Truth no Man will deny: And 
tis equally true, that tis a long Time before 
we can get rid of theſe early Prei udices; the 
Generality of Mankind ſeldom do; and thoſe 
who are ſo happy as to ſhake them off, ef. 
fect it with Difficulty, by the Help of an 
early and liberal Education, and a Genius 
inquiſitive after Truth without any Biaſs. 

But when we have got rid of theſe Le- 
gends of the Nurſery, and the ſuperſtitious 
Doctrines inferred from them, we are apt to 


fall into another Extreme, equally abſurd, 


and of much more dangerous Conſequence. 
Tis natural for young Men, when they have 
learned to laugh at Raw- Head and Bloody. 
Bones, the Story of Witches, the Devil and 
Spirits dancing in the Air upon Broom- Sticks, 


wp a ak further, and deny the Exiſtence, 
RT 4 


of any Spiritual RE. or the Poſſibility or 


their holding my Intelligence with us Mor- 


_ tals. This is indeed getting rid of the Pre- 


judices of Education; but then we are only 


exchanging Credulity, and in itſelf innocent 
Folly, for Impiety and Infidelity. Tis pro- 


per to obſerve, on this Occaſion, a juſt Me- 
dium between the two Extremes of enthu- 
ſiaſtic Credulity and obſtinate Infidelity. r. 

In my Opinion, he who believes all the 
Story reported of Prognoſticks and viſionary 
Apparitions, may indeed be fit only for Lead- 

ing-Strings and the Nurſery ; yet I apprehend 
him by far a leſs dangerous Creature, than 
he who denies every Thing of that Kind in 


the Lump, however well atteſted. 


But beſides the Impiety of ſo e Soep- 
Gelen it is abſolutely Folly, and flying in 


the Face of all Authority, ſince we have ma- 
ny Facts related of that kind in Hiſtory, as 


well vouched as tis poſſible, for Matter of 
Fact to be. There is ſcarce a Revolution 
in any conſiderable State, recorded in Hiſtory, 


but what has been preceded hy. ſome viſible 


Prodigies of one kind or other ; and not only 


_ confirm us in the Belief of the Superinten- 
| ous of _— Fange our Coneer 
happen n by CMne, or alley by the Concut- 
er feveral cntingent Cauſes; bat are 


(8) 90 
Nevelutians have been attended wich thels 
— but any other remarkable Cala- 
mity that ſeems to affect the State in general, 


i, very commonly, u uſher'd in by extraor- 


dinary Appearances in Nature, and often fore» 


ſeen by Many for Tears before they happen; 
That fuch Things happen, I look upon ag 


eee App 5 up 4 End, 0 


ö ah — 1 8 4 which 
we cannot! prevent, is 2” Queſtion I cannot 
reſobve; not do I think it bevoming in us Mor- 

tals to be over and above-prying i into the De- 


af the Severeigi Diſpoſer of all Things. 
4 & oh Oo Uſ& we may make 
of Events ef this Kind, chat they help to 


_ dider'd by the wile Diſpoſtion Bf a Being; to 
whom the Times Say Feen and to 
Cone n ere 
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Thus, Sir, hes you underſtand that I 
e my Belief to Matters well atteſted, 
and relating to Events of. Importance, 1 
concern ſome conſiderable Number of Man- 
kind; I hope you'll not rank me amongſt 
Vilionaries, or believe me weakly 3 

tho" J entertain you with ſome of theſe un- 
natural Appearances, which bave been che 
Forerunner of the Calamities, which at pre- | 
ſent affect this Country. 

They are of two Sorts, 0 one Sort of chem 
have been ſeen by Numbers, at the ſame 
and at different Times, in open Day-light. | 
The other Sort have only been ſeen, by thoſe 
who are ſaid to haye the Second Sight; a kind 
of Viſionaries who were formerly very nume 
rous in theſe Parts; but now very few. pre- 


tend to that Faculty. 
The firft Appearance of the firſt kind 


which I ſhall take Notice of, happen'd about 
a Twelvemonth ago in the Iſland of Mull, 
where in a Place called Fuber Mory, famous. 
for the Wreck of one of the largeſt Ships be- 
longing to the Spanih Armada, was ſeen. 
te Appearance of a Fleet of Ships of War, | 


aut of which Were ſcem'd to land a great 
2 B- Num- 


h, 3 

'N umber of Men, who. afterwards reim- 

Park d. Thoſe who ſaw them from the di- 

- fant Hills, took them to be really Ships. 

© Thoſe near the Shore went to the Place, 

where they fancied they ſaw the Landing; 

but when they came there, could diſcover 

neither Men nor Ships ; every Thing va- 

55 niſhed. When they returned to their former 
Station, the fame Appearances were viſible, 
which very much aſtoniſhed the Spectators : 

This continued till 9 Sunſet, when the 

Vision diſappeared. * 


wie lime Appearance if a Fleet was ſeen 
3 aft the Iſland of Tirie, with this Difference, 
that the Men landing, ſeem'd to perform 
ſomething like a funeral Solemnity, over a 
Perſon whom they carried in a * Biar-tree 
upon their Shoulders; and that this Appari- 
tion has been ſeen annually about the ſame 
5 Period of Time for theſe ſeveral Years paſt. 
Ĩhbeſe Viſions have been ſeen by Num- 
bers of People at the ſame time, and are re- 
ported by ſo man y. who have more Senſe 
than to propagate a Fable, that few doubt 


* Ee M achine reſenibling” a Porter's Horſe, without 
i cet, uſed in that Country for carrying the Dead. 


the 


— W 
the Truth of it: The Conjectures about it, 
when it happened, were many; but all agreed 
that it ſeem'd to prognoſticate ſome foreign 
Landing, but fruitleſs, ſince they were fee 
to embark the Men as faſt as they landed; 
bot ſince theſe Troubles have happened, 
the Fact is more firmly believed, and the 
Explanation leſs dubious. _ 5 
The next in Order of Time happened i in 
the Iſland of Shy ; - Where a Loch, that is, A 
freſh Water Lake, of about chr Miles in 
Circumference, appeared for about four and 
twenty Hours, to be the Colour of Blood: 
even to a Perſon ſtanding in it; but the Wa: 
ter, when taken out of the Lake retained 
its natural Colour, The Cattle in the Neigh- 
bourhood would not drink of it, but run 
away frightned, tho' they every Day before 
and after went to cool themſelves in it, du- 
ring the Heat of the Day. Many of the 
' Fiſhes were found dead on the Shores ſome 
Days after, and emitted a horrid Stench. 
The Country People look upon this as a 
Prodigy, tho' I am willing to - reſolve into 
a natural Cauſe, There poſſibly may be 
ſome red Chalk at the Bottom of the Lake, 


which f 1s commonly covered: with ordinary 
| B 2ͤ 8 
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affected with the Appearance, whether na- 


(12) 


Send; fore; Accident * have put the 


: Chalk 3 in Motion at, that Time, and its Ap- 
pearance at Bottom, might give that Tincture 
to the Water on a clear Sunſhine Day, as 

48. the known Caſe of the Red-Sea. The 


Water returning to its natural Colour when 


out of the Lake, confirms me in this Con- 


| jeQure, that the ſeeming Colour was owing 
to the Reflexion of ſome red Matter that 


then covered the Bottom of the Lake, The 
Fright the Cattle were in, is quite natural, 
ſince, as their Organs of Sight are the ſame 
with ours, they certainly muſt be equally 


tural or miraculous : : ButI own I am puzzle: 


to account for the Death of the Fiſh, or the 
ſudden Diſappearance of this. Phenomenon. 
But I'm not more fo, than to account for 
what this fapernatural Appearance (ſuppo- 
Hog i it ſuch) can mean or prognoſticate, It 


is reported, that at the ſame Time a Shower 


of Blood fell about the Country adjacent to 


this Lake ; but this I look upon as an exag- 
gerated Circumſtance, to the Belief of which 
the common People fondly wrought them- 
ſelves 3 however, the whole was conjectured 


to foretel War, and the Death of Cattle. 1 
2 0 can- 


* 


(130% 
cannot find any Thing that ſhould induce 
them to 2 85 that 1 it related to the Death 


. 


was not de Pondatidh: fince- we 08 ; 


felt that Calamity. ot ſeverely ſince that 
Time. 4 


The next and laſt of this Kind I ſhall oh. : 


Notice of, happened in Lochaber near Ach- 
nacarty, the Seat of Mr. Cameron of Locbiel, 
where was ſeen in the Air, about four o 
Clock in the Afternoon, the Appearance of 
two Armies fighting: All ſaw Guns and 
Swords, and ſome fancied they heard the 
Report of great Guns. Banners and Stan- 
dards were diſplayed on both Sides: They 
fought with great Vigour and Reſolution, 
and had ſeveral Engagements; that is, one 
Party ſeemed firſt to be beat, and the whole 
Appearance vaniſhed; then in a little Time 
it appeared again, when the other was beat. 
They had four Engagements, and each Side 
beat twice ; but the Party who was victori- 
ous the firſt Time, were beat the laſt, when 
the Viſion was over. The one Army's 


Front looked Eaſtward, and the other Weſt- | 


ward”; and as in all _ four Engagements 
DO Ts | * 


, mm - ( 14 ) 

they kad the ſame Poſition, the SpeCtators 
diſtinguiſh'd Sides by Eaſt and 1 

Whether this is not all an Illuſion, ſome- 
thing like the Appearances in a Glaſs of Wa- 
ter, into which the White of an Egg i8 
dropp'd, where a thouſand Fi igaries - riſe, 
2 to the Imagination of the Specta- 
I leave to you to judge; but the Viſion 
Fo ae for ſeveral Hours, and was ſeen 
| by Numbers of People at different Places 
in that Country, who all agree in the Cir- 
cumſtantials above related. That the Clouds, 
by the Reflection of the Sun, may repreſent 
to the Eye, Figures nearly reſembling two. 
Armies, requires no great Faith to believe; 
and that the Spectator's own Imagination, 
on ſuch an Occaſion, will ſupply all De- 
fects, and render the Viſionary Scene com- 
pleat, is more than probable: But then tis 
morally impoſſible that Objects can be form- 
2 by the Reflection of the Sun, which will 
the ſame to Perſons in different and 
5 he: Poſitions : And tis very near as 
impoſſible that ſo many Men's Imaginations 
ſhould ſuggeſt the ſame Thing; for all who 


pretended | to have een this Phenomenon, 
agree 


— 


( 15 ) 1 
agree in Circu mſtantials, tho' ſome have de- 
ſcended to more minute Particulars, ſuch as 
pretending to diſtinguiſh Difference in the 
Cloaths of theſe aerial Armies, Diſtinction of 
Standards; nay, ſome went ſo far as to know 
the Features of ſome of their Leaders: But 
theſe I look upon as the Effect of a warm 
Imagination, overheated by ſo uncommon 

an Appearance, trifling in themſelves, and 
improper to be repeated. 

The next Claſs I am to take Notice of, 
are thoſe ſeen by Men pretending to have the 

| Second Sight. I know the Faculty is laugh'd 
at by many, and by moſt People look'd 
upon as taking its Riſe from the Superſtition 
and Credulity of the Vulgar, who have al- 
ways been Dupes to all Pretenders to Divi- 
nation. That many of the Stories reported 

of theſe People, have no better Foundation, 

I ſhall readily grant; but there are ſome, 
related with ſuch ſtrong Circumſtances, and 
atteſted by People of undoubted Veracity, 
that I am ſtrongly inclined to believe that 
ſome of them are true. 

Men pretending to this Second Sight, dif- 
fer from the common Herd of Fortune-tel- 
TGF in — that they do not pretend to 

Tm | fore- 
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2 K ͤ o — 
— — — — — — — — 
— > — — — #6. Ar ve, os» 


"= 


5 "forete} fature ne Wk ily Kind, nor to 


have any more Foreknowledge than their 
Neighbours: They ſee Viſions of particular : 
Perſons, and by long Experience in obſerving 
What happens to the Party thus ſeen, they 
eonjecture what will befal others, whom 


they ſee in fimilar Circumſtances, They 
eſteem it à very great Misfortune „and ſel- 
dom covet to be known to be ſo unhappy ; 'F 


they never make Money of i it; which ſhould 
in ſome Meaſure free them oa the Impu- 
tation of deſigning to carry c on a e o.. 


Propagate a. Falſehood. 


There are ſome few up thoſe Repei ih Wh 
the Weſtern Iſles, feveral of whom. have 
been viſited by extraordinary Viſions on this. 


* Occafion: But that I may. not tire your Fa- 


tience, 1 ſhall only take Notice of thoſe of 


"Jon Ferguſon, living near Ene ors, ad 
_ the Shire of Argyle. pe 
This Man is himſelf. a Prodigy, SIE 


* as incredible as any I have hitherto related: 
He has lived now near four and twenty 
Vears u pon the pure Element of Water, 


without any other earthly Suſtenance, and 
yet looks freſh, ang i is able to walk many 
Miles 


* 1 1 
M.iles in a Day, in looking after his Cattle: 
When a young Man, he could eat and drink 
like other People ; but happening one Day 
in the Heat of Summer to be in the Moun- 
- tains in the Chaſe of Cattle, he overheated 
himſelf, and drunk plentifully, while warm, 
of a Rivulet, by the Side of which he fell 
aſleep, and remained there four and twenty 
Hours, when he awaked in a high Fever, 
During that Fever, and ever ſince, his Sto- 
mach could receive nothing but Water or 
clarified Whey, and this laſt but ſeldom, 
perhaps not half a Dozen Times in a Year. 
- You'll find this Man's Caſe particularly men- 
tioned in a Letter to Dr. Mortimer, publiſhed 
in the Tranſactions of the Royal Society, 
Dec. 1740; which gave Riſe to a Learned 


Treatiſe on that Subject, publiſhed that ame 


Vear by Dr. -----. Thus much for the Hi- 
ſtory of our Prophet, which is as well at- 
teſted and believed in the Shire of Argyle 3 
any one Fact whatever. He did not always 
pretend to the Second Sight, tho' the com- 
mon People reputed him a Wizard, on ac- 
count of his abſtemious Manner of Living: 
But within theſe ſix or ſeven Years, he has 
born much haunted by Viſions of this Kind, 
P E which 


i | 1 \ | 
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Thigh; he 88 of many . in thi 
puntry, ;. from whence he has conjectured 
Vent log before hey happened. 
|  :zAbqut.three or four Months. before the 
| Landing ol the young, Pretender, he told 
|  feyeralof bis Neighbours, that he ſaw the 
| : 7 70 of the Hauſe of Mr. Macdonald 
of f Kenloch-Mudart, and ſeveral Strangers en- 
5 tering. it, who all went out at the Roof, 
Phich they. ſeemed. to. carry alpag with 
8 them, and the Shell of the Houſe ſeemed 55 
all hen they went out. 1 VI 
"He law, the like Wien 3 the Houſe ) 
78 Nr. Cameron of Lach biel and ſometime af- 
| ter he told 19% Neighbours, that he ſaw: Mr. 
; Macdonald of Kinlch-Mudart, as it were 
3 through . Iron, Grates, Fl a Rope 
» ahqut his Neck. . 
* 5. he Conjecture — made on 82 ibo 
— 175 W occur to yu and you muſt 
think, e is ſomething Very; odd in 
ther - 75 den n you⁰ know that this Mr. Mac- 
dongld is the ſame Man at whoſe. Houſe the 
young. Pretender. ſtaid ſome. Weeks. before 


* EF 7 


any Body joined him, and is now a Friſoner 


1 


| ln the Caſtle of Edinburgh; ſo that the 
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Iron Grate i 18 already explained; ; and it re- 
quires no Second Sight, to explain the Rope, 
or the Fall of his Houſe. . 


fr, 921103 | ( 19 . 2.5 


2 Wt aw Ger Viſions of Perlans: nies 

| in tlie Rebellion, which ſeem to prog 
noſtct nd Good to that Cauſe ; but I dont 
5 k it neceſſary to mention then. TIAII 
. — what he faw concerning the young 
Chkvalier-. He was bne Day in a Valley 
near hiscown Houſe, when he was ſurpriz d 
by the Figure of a young Gentleman, With 
ſome Greyhounds in Chace of a Hare. The 
Youth was well mounted, and followed the 
Chace, for ſome Time; but he and His 
Hound were luſt im a Slough, and the Hare 
eſcaped. Another Day he faw the · ſame 
Vouth catching at a large Bubble of Air, 
Which hung pendant in the Air over' his 
Head: After many fruitleſs Attempts to 
catch it, the Bubble ſeem'd to grow ſolid = 
_ andiponderous, of a fiery red Colour, and at 
laſt Ae upon the Vouth and cruſh'd . 
him to Pieces. A third Time he ſaw the 
fame Youth in black Apparel, mournful 
and dejected, brought by ſeveral Perſons 10 


2 Block whereon his Head was laid, and then | 


chopp'd off with a Hatchet. 
He related theſe Viſions ſeveral Weeks | 

before the young Pretender's Landing, to 

many of his Neighbours, and deſcribed the 

Viſionary Vouth by ſuch Marks as agreed 

z. well with the young Chevalier's Per- 
on. 


As 


| 
= 0 this Man his à I kt 1 a- 
ä mongft: the Vulgar, theſe Viſions of his diſ- 
many of them, and hindered 
them Fas joining in that mad Enterprize ; 
but ſince Mr. Macdonald has been taken up, 
they look upon him as an Oracle, and hug 
themſelves wich the Thoughts that the Re- 
muaiaget of his Viſions will come. to Pals 1 in 
+ the fare Manter. tlie 17 1 
Whatever is in it, the: Man i is in u Biggi 
an extraordinary Fellow; and his Viſions 
3 has had ſome Effect upon many, who 
Would be thought to contemn ſuch Vifio- 
naries, I own. ytelf of the Number on 
whom, they have had ſome Impreſſion, of 
which I am ſo full, that I could not help 
© communicating them to you: If they do 
E nothing elſe, they may ſerve to amuſe yo 
| and at the ſame. Time convince you 1 
much I hold you in Eſteem, when. I cM 
5g Oxy to 2 your W N e | 
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